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AN ORATION DELIVERED BEFORE THE LITERARY SOCIETIES
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THE PRESENT ASPECT OF THE SLAVERY
QUESTION

A LECTURE DELIVERED AT PLYMOUTH CHURCH, BROOKLYN,
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THE AMERICAN DOCTRINE OF LIBERTY

AN ORATION DELIVERED BEFORE THE &. B. K. SOCIETY OF
HARVARD UNIVERSITY, JULY 17, 1862,



The following oration, first delivered in the summer of 1862
before the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Harvard University, was
repeated forty times in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New York, and Pennsylvania, during the
ensuing year.

The summer of 1862 was perhaps the darkest period of the
war. In September, President Lincoln issued his preliminary
Proclamation of Emancipation ; on the first of January, 1863, this
was followed by the final Proclamation.

In the directing and confirming of public sentiment and opin-
ion this Address of Mr. Curtis was of great service.
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POLITICAL INFIDELITY

A LECTURE

MARCH, 1864



The following lecture was delivered more than fifty times in
the course of 1864 and 1865, in different States, from Maine to
Maryland.








































































148 POLITICAL INFIDELITY

hand the serpent of rebellion and with the other the
hydra of foreign hate dead beside her cradle. To the
American Republic belongs the national domain. To
the American heart belongs the national principles of
Liberty and Union. To the American flag belongs
the national victory which shall secure those principles
from sea to sea.



VI

THE GOOD FIGHT
1865-6



This lecture was written in the autumn of 1865, and delivered
in many places during that season and the following winter.

The Civil War had ended. Andrew Johnson was President.
Slavery had been abolished by the Constitutional Amendment,
and the process of *“ Reconstruction " was actively proceeding.

















































































THE GOOD FIGHT 177

“ Tramp, tramp, tramp, the boys are marching,
Cheer up, comrades—they will come !"

For our America shall be the Sinai of the nations,
and from the terrible thunders and lightnings of its
great struggle shall proceed the divine law of liberty
that shall subdue and harmonize the world.

I.—12






Vil
THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE

A SPEECH MADE IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF
¢ THE STATE OF NEW YORK, JULY 19, 1867



During the summer of 1867 a Constitutional Convention for
the State of New York was held at Albany. Mr. Curtis was a
member of it from Richmond County. He took an active part
in its deliberations and debates.









































































































VIII
FAIR PLAY FOR WOMEN
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THE PURITAN PRINCIPLE: LIBERTY UNDER
THE LAW

A SPEECH MADE AT THE DINNER OF THE NEW ENGLAND
SOCIETY OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, DEC. 22, 1876









doubtedly he did value them, for he was not a fool. But he
valued them for the use which he could make of them for the
welfare of the State, not for themselves or for his own immediate
reputation.”

The speech is reprinted from the pamphlet report of the occa-
sion issued by the Society. The indications of applause have
been allowed to stand, as showing the spirit and impression of
the moment,.
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IN ANSWER TO THE TOAST OF “PURITAN
PRINCIPLE AND PURITAN PLUCK”
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THE PUBLIC DUTY OF EDUCATED MEN 285

of a patriotism that girds the commonwealth with the
resistless splendor of the moral law—the invulnerable
panoply of States, the celestial secret of a great nation
and a happy people.
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THE NEW YORK STATE PRESS ASSOCIATION, AT
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AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE THE ALUMNI OF BROWN
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THE SPIRIT AND INFLUENCE OF THE HIGHER
EDUCATION

AN ADDRESS IN COMMEMORATION OF THE CENTENNIAL AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, AND
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD
OF REGENTS, DELIVERED AT
ALBANY, N. Y,, JULY
8, 1884



The Centennial Anniversary of the establishment of the Uni-
versity of the State of New York was celebrated at the annual
meeting of the Board of Regents of the University, at Albany,
July 8, 1884, :

Mr. Curtis had been a member of the Board since 1864.
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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING RACE

A SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL DINNER OF THE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER I8, 1887



The so-called annual “banquet” of the New York Chamber
of Commerce on November 15, 1887, was distinguished by the
presence of the Rt. Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., Special
Commissioner of the British Government on the Joint Commis-
sion for the Settlement of the Fisheries Difficulties.

After Mr. Chamberlain and others had spoken, Mr. Curtis was
called on to speak in response to the toast, “ The English-
speaking race: The founders of commonwealths, pioneers of
progress; stubborn defenders of liberty; may they ever work
together for the world’s welfare.”
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AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CELEBRATION OF THE COM-
PLETION OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH ACADEMIC YEAR
OF VASSAR COLLEGE, POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y,,

JUNE 12, 1890














































































THE HIGHER EDUCATION OF WOMEN 428

left her as a foolish goddess with chivalry and Don
Quixote; we have left her as a toy with Chesterfield
and the club; and in the enlightened American daugh-
ter, wife, and mother, in the free American home, we
find the fairest flower and the highest promise of
American civilization.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION
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452 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

their success, what was it? Where do you see it now?
Surely not in their riches, but in the respect that ter
derly cherishes their memory because, knowing its ines
timable value, they gave to others the opportunity of
education which had been denied to them. Let us
make their lofty spirit the spirit of the University. Re
membering that the great ministry of education is not
to make the body more comfortable, but the soul hap
pier, may the University, in all its departments and ac-
tivities, cherish and promote education, not for its lower
uses, but for its higher influences.
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483 EDUCATION AND LOCAL PATRIOTISM

humbly, to the fulfilment of this noblest of human as
pirations. Our intelligence is the divine spark within
us, and the more carefully we cherish it and fan it into
flame the more certainly will the world in which we live
be enveloped in celestial light, and human life fulfil its
divine purpose.
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